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150 High School Students Join North Texas Food Bank’s
Young Advocates Council to Fight Hunger

Students from 55 high schools launch a five-month program to raise $25,000,
volunteer, and advocate in the fight against hunger.

DALLAS, TX, September 8, 2025 — On Saturday, September 6, students from 55 high
schools across North Texas gathered at the North Texas Food Bank (NTFB) Perot

Family Campus in Plano for the official kick-off of the 2025 Young Advocates Council
(YAC).



https://ntfb.org/

The orientation marked the beginning of a five-month program where students will learn
about food insecurity, fundraise, advocate, and volunteer to support NTFB’s mission of
closing the hunger gap in its 12-county service area. During orientation, students
participate in a volunteer shift, packing nutritious food that will be distributed to
neighbors in need.

Now in its seventh year, the Young Advocates Council has grown from 24 students in its
inaugural class to more than 150 in the 2025-26 program year. The council empowers
high school students to make a meaningful impact through peer-to-peer fundraising,
food drives, and service projects. Last year, members of the council raised more than
$24,000—enough to provide more than 70,000 meals for North Texans experiencing
food insecurity.

“The YAC gives teens a chance to speak up, help out, and fight hunger together,” said
Co-President Deniz Gurun, a student at The Hockaday School. “At the food bank,
volunteering is more than just getting involved. It makes real impacts in our community.
It fuels purpose with passion.”

Throughout the school year, Young Advocates meet monthly to learn about hunger,
food banking, fundraising, advocacy, and nonprofit leadership. Members also host
canned food drives, plan and execute an annual spring fundraiser, and volunteer during



multiple shifts at the NTFB warehouse. Many students go on to serve in leadership
positions within the council or extend their service through summer volunteer programs.

“The experience really gives them a chance to see how they can make an impact,” said
Johnny Jenkins, NTFB Strategic Initiatives Manager. “Students gain valuable leadership
and life skills, and at the same time, they are helping feed our community.”

High school students entering 9th—11th grade for the 2025—-26 school year are eligible
to apply. Seniors may be considered on a case-by-case basis.

For more information, visit ntfb.org/yac or email yac@ntfb.org. Students can also follow
the Young Advocates on Instagram at @ntfb.yac.
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About North Texas Food Bank

The North Texas Food Bank (NTFB) is a leading nonprofit organization that fights hunger and
provides children, seniors and families in North Texas access to nutritious food. For over 40
years, we have been at the forefront of hunger relief, committed to ensuring that no one in our
community lacks access to healthy food. Our extensive network of 500 food pantries and
organizations, volunteers, and donors enables us to deliver more than 136 million meals last
year to those in need. Beyond just addressing hunger, we focus on nourishing lives by offering
nutrition education, investing in our network partners, innovating solutions to eliminate hunger
and advocating for policies that tackle the root causes of food insecurity.

Our dedication to excellence is reflected in our 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, highlighting
our strong governance, integrity, and financial stability. As a proud member of Feeding
America, the nation's largest hunger relief network, we are committed to ensuring everyone in
North Texas has the nourishment needed to lead a healthy and fulfilling life. For more
information, visit http://www.ntfb.org/ or connect with us on social media
@NorthTexasFoodBank.
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