
 

  

 

 

  

 

Spring 2025 
Federal News 
 
The House passed the budget resolution last week by a narrow vote of 216-214 
following Senate passage earlier in the week. Having passed both chambers, 
action now turns to Congressional committees to craft reconciliation legislation that 
will include specific policy proposals to meet the significant cost savings targets set 
forth in the resolutions.  
 
We remain concerned that proposals could lead to deep funding reductions to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Medicaid, putting 
pressure on states and food banks nationwide, and forcing neighbors experiencing 
hunger to make impossible choices between food, health care and other basic 
needs.  
 
There has been a significant amount of news recently about cuts to federal 
programs, including those that directly impact the North Texas Food Bank’s ability 
to provide food to our agency partners.  
 

 

  

 

 

Supplemental Food Assistance Program (SNAP) 
 
The Feeding Texas network is strongly urging our 
U.S. House and Senate leaders to refrain from cutting 
SNAP or other critical nutrition programs.     
 
Texas food banks continue to see a su,rge in demand 
for food assistance, reaching levels not experienced 
since the height of the pandemic. SNAP is our most 
effective tool in fighting hunger and is a smart 
investment in our local, state and national 
economies.  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Cutting benefits would undermine SNAP’s ability to prevent hunger, weaken our 
state’s economy, and threaten to derail Farm Bill negotiations.  
Take Action: Ask your members of Congress to reject cuts to SNAP and other 
critical nutrition programs here. 
   

 

  

 

Local Food Purchase Assistance Cooperative Agreement Program (LFPA) 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has eliminated over $1 billion in 
funding that helps bring local food to schools and food banks. The move, part of 
broader federal spending reductions, could impact millions of students and families 
nationwide and will hurt Texas kids and farmers. 
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The USDA has discontinued the Local Food Purchase Assistance Cooperative 
Agreement Program, which provided $500 million to food banks. The buy-local 
programs support the purchase and distribution of goods produced within the state 
or within 400 miles of the delivery destination.  
 
Additionally, the Local Food for Schools Cooperative Agreement Program (LFS) 
program, which allocates approximately $660 million for schools and childcare 
centers to purchase food from local farms, has been cut for 2025. The decision 
could disrupt the school meal system and local food banks. Some school nutrition 
teams may struggle to maintain current meal programs without LFS funding, and 
food banks that rely on USDA-backed local purchasing agreements will have fewer 
resources to provide food assistance to those in need. 
 
The North Texas Food Bank was awarded about $9.2 million through LFPA 
allowing us to purchase fresh produce from local farmers. Thirty-five percent of the 
food the food bank distributes is fresh from local farmers, funded in part by the 
same money the USDA plans to freeze. These cuts could have widespread 
economic consequences, particularly for small farmers, food-insecure communities 
and children. As food costs have risen in the last few years, more people are 
turning to food banks and other feeding organizations to supplement their 
increased grocery bills. 
 
We understand that every administration will have different priorities for Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) funds. However, the cancellation of LFPA funding means 
less fresh, nutritious food available for people facing hunger in addition to lost 
revenue for farmers who used LFPA contracts to grow their businesses and invest 
in their operations. 
 
LFPA has shown how states can effectively work to support local growers and 
producers, and the key role food banks can play in this partnership. There is 
bipartisan backing for LFPA’s support of local agriculture economies. We look 
forward to talking with our lawmakers about the value of creating a permanent 
program like LFPA in the next farm bill to maintain this proven partnership between 
local farmers and growers and food banks. 
 
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) 
 
USDA has confirmed that $500 million in TEFAP food purchases announced last 
year to be funded by the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) have been 
permanently canceled. Without the additional food, food banks will struggle to meet 
current demand. USDA recently announced the approval of $261 million for 
Section 32 bonus purchases of fruits, vegetables and tree nuts to be distributed 
through TEFAP. There is no disruption to TEFAP entitlement food purchases and 
Section 32 bonus buys. 
 
With grocery prices still high, food banks continue to see unprecedented demand 
in their communities. Sixty percent of Feeding America network food banks report 
rising demand as individuals and families work to overcome these challenges. 
Previous administrations of both have parties invested in programs to connect U.S. 
farmers with food banks. Since 2018, this has led to roughly $1 billion in food 
purchases annually to support U.S. agriculture and distribute through emergency 
feeding organizations. In fact, due to the ongoing trade issues, the first Trump 
administration provided some of the highest levels of CCC-funded purchases of 
U.S.-grown commodities to emergency feeding organizations like food banks. 
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We need a strong, bipartisan farm bill that includes strong investments in 
agriculture and nutrition programs like TEFAP. The farm bill strengthens our 
nation’s food security best when it both supports farmers and reduces hunger.  
   

 The North Texas Food Bank heads to Washington, DC for the Feeding 
America Fly-In! 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

  

 

Tammy Johnson, Founder and CEO of Empowering the Masses, and Josh 
Stevens, Director of Seven Loaves Food Pantry at The Storehouse Community 
Center joined NTFB staff in Washington DC to advocate for strengthening our 
federal nutrition programs and a farm bill that supports hunger relief. This small 
group was able to meet with the offices of the two Senators and all eight House 
members in the NFTB 12-county service area in one day! Congressional staff are 
struggling to keep up with all the federal changes and budget cuts and were very 
interested in knowing how these will affect food banks and our neighbors. 
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State News  
 
The North Texas Food Bank meets with elected officials in Austin!  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

North Texas Food Bank staff, partner agency leaders and affinity group members 
joined Feeding Texas on April 2 for Texas Food Bank Day at the Capitol. It was the 
largest group to date and included 63 advocates who attended 24 meetings with 
their legislators and staff. During those meetings, they presented legislative 
priorities that will help our food-insecure neighbors.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
Streamline SNAP 6-Month Eligibility 
Checks:  
HB 2202 / SB 1031 
 
Six-month periodic reporting is a 
proven tool to reduce workload and 
state administrative costs, enhance 
program integrity, and systemically fix 
our state’s current backlog of SNAP 
applications. 
  
Take Action: Ask your legislator to 
support Streamlining SNAP here. 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
Improve Health Outcomes with 
Nutritious Food: 
HB 2946 / SB 1661 
 
Food-insecure Medicaid beneficiaries 
are more likely to develop diet-related 
illnesses.  
 

  

   

 

 

 

 
A streamlined Medicaid reimbursement model that integrates food bank services 
into our healthcare system would enable doctors to prescribe healthy food, improve 
health outcomes, and reduce state healthcare costs.  
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Take Action: Ask your legislator to Improve Health Outcomes with Nutritious Food 
here.     

 

   

Implement Summer EBT 
 
1 in 4 Texas children experience hunger, 
which spikes in the summer because 
millions of children lose access to school 
meals. Summer EBT is a new program 
that would provide low-income families 
with children $120 in food benefits during 
the summer.  
 
    

 

 

 

 

We are very pleased that our own North Texas legislator, Representative Toni Rose 
HD 110 has added to the budget the administrative costs Texas would have to pay 
to implement the federal program in 2027 and NTFB is asking lawmakers to 
support it. The program would bring $450 million in federal tax dollars back to 
Texas while ensuring children are nourished through the summer. 
Take Action: Ask your legislator to implement Summer EBT here.  
   

 

  

 

One of the highlights of the day was when the Senate approved a proclamation 
stating April 2, 2025, Food Bank Day at the Capitol. Several Senators from North 
Texas spoke in support of the measure including Senator Angela Paxton, Senator 
Royce West, and Senator Tan Parker. Parker said, “Thank you for all you do, 
especially to meet the needs of the children”. After the proclamation passed every 
Senator stood up, turned around, and applauded the group from North Texas that 
was sitting in the Gallery.  
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NTFB is so thankful to those who took the time to advocate. The work is ongoing, 
and we look forward to continuing to advocate for policies that ensure our 
neighbors have access to the food they need to thrive. 
For more detailed information on our priorities visit NTFB.org/get-
involved/advocacy/. 
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