
 

 

Federal Update on Farm Bill 
 

The Farm Bill, which contains many anti-hunger programs including SNAP, will require strong bipartisan 

support to move through Congress. Now that there is a new Speaker of the House, we hope to see 

forward progress in the revisiting and renewal of this massive bill. Bipartisanship will prevent members of 

Congress from making major cuts to food assistance or other major reforms, as has been proposed and 

attempted in the past. Congressman Thompson, the House Ag Chair, will be tasked with navigating any 

political considerations as he begins Farm Bill talks in the coming months. Thompson and other Ag 

Committee members have expressed the need to set an aggressive timeline for getting the Farm Bill 

completed. Stay tuned as we follow and address this much needed piece of federal legislation. 

 

 

The End of SNAP Emergency Allotments – BIG IMPACT 
 

SNAP emergency allotments (EAs) are temporary benefits provided to SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) participants during the COVID-19 pandemic. They are intended to help people who 

are facing economic challenges due to the pandemic and to ensure that SNAP participants have access to 

adequate food. The temporary SNAP emergency allotments (EAs) provided during the pandemic will end 

after February benefits are provided. Starting in March, Texans will only receive their regular SNAP 

payment on their EBT cards. ALL households enrolled in SNAP will see a minimum $95 decrease in their 

monthly SNAP benefits.  

 

This will reduce SNAP benefits by approximately $3 billion per month across the country, that’s $300 
million in Texas, and $80 per SNAP participant on average in the 36 states that are still providing EAs. 

Some states have already ended the EAs, but Texas has still been supporting the maximum benefit for 

SNAP participants. Once linked to the Federal Public Health Emergency declaration, the most recent 

omnibus that passed through Congress, severed the tie between the declaration and the EAs. Anti-hunger 

advocates have opposed the early sunsetting of the EAs, which was included in the omnibus spending bill 

to fund permanent new child nutrition provisions.  

 

We will be working with partner agencies and anti-hunger organizations on plans to communicate and 

manage the loss of EAs with people receiving SNAP benefits. The USDA and partners are working to 

prepare for this change in benefits as more information becomes available. The Texas Health and Human 

Services Commission (HHSC) will send individualized notices to each SNAP household, which will inform 

clients on how to check their regular benefit amount. Please encourage SNAP households to log into their 



accounts on YourTexasBenefits.com, use their mobile app, or call 2-1-1 option 2 to find out their new 

benefit amounts. 

 

Here is a helpful flyer to share in English and Spanish 

 

 

The Texas Legislature Begins TODAY! 
 

Pre-Enrollment in SNAP for Those Exiting the Criminal Justice System – A Story 

 
Pre-Enrolling Texans who are exiting the criminal justice system is a Texas legislative priority for the 88th 

session. Ensuring access to food upon release means that people leaving the criminal justice system can 

focus on securing housing, finding a job, and reuniting with family. This supports the reentry process, 

reducing recidivism and lowering state incarceration costs. This is not an expansion of benefits. 

Texas exiting the criminal justice system are already eligible for SNAP. 

 

Donald* was released from the criminal justice system in November 2021, works in the auto-care industry 

and volunteers at his local food pantry. He applied for SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 

benefits in November 2021 but was denied after missing an appointment with HHSC (Health and Human 

Services Commission) and subsequently penalized for six months. Donald appealed the decision but was 

denied again. As a result, he has relied on food pantries for most of his food and has had to make tough 

decisions to save money for food.  

 

He has a heart condition and health insurance through BCBS but has struggled to find providers who 

accept his insurance. Many days he relies on water to drive away his hunger when he can’t afford to eat 
more than once a day. He has debt, including $5,600 in rent, but his financial situation is improving. 

Donald, who has experienced enrollment difficulty firsthand, believes that SNAP pre-enrollment for those 

exiting the criminal justice system would have been very helpful. It’s important to him that others 
understand the challenges facing people who are released from prison and the hoops they must go 

through to access resources like SNAP, or even where to go to enroll for them. 

 

Not only would pre-enrollment allow Donald to access food immediately after re-entering his community, 

but it would also provide him with some form of identification. Donald recently obtained a new job and is 

improving his financial situation and sees himself in a future place where he no longer needs assistance.  

 
*Recorded by permission during interview December 2022 in 75215 by Dan Adriansen, name changed 

 

As we advocate for bills in the 88th Texas Legislative session, we will bring more real-life stories of how 

smart policy change can fight hunger in Texas.  
_______________________________________________________ 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fsnap-emergency-allotment-faq-english.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdan.adriansen%40ntfb.org%7Caef45b5b76b34d26e04908daf327bd63%7Cb02f73c32ac645cb9f1b6d466bef43b1%7C0%7C0%7C638089649282841738%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=abqlzBuBgg53xSNvphp%2BYDYsc9mNihS4i3AGGtfhFrM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fsnap-emergency-allotment-faq-spanish.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdan.adriansen%40ntfb.org%7Caef45b5b76b34d26e04908daf327bd63%7Cb02f73c32ac645cb9f1b6d466bef43b1%7C0%7C0%7C638089649282861725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ImnjBvCbi2WwG20mI6cclhK5WgBtuPAGZjkZt6Z6vQA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.texastribune.org%2F2023%2F01%2F10%2Ftexas-legislature-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdan.adriansen%40ntfb.org%7Caef45b5b76b34d26e04908daf327bd63%7Cb02f73c32ac645cb9f1b6d466bef43b1%7C0%7C0%7C638089649282871724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6UGv%2BxCjhA9jqFgZdocyr2F1bpQtHmRmmIyG%2Fh810%2BA%3D&reserved=0


 
Questions or Comments?  Email us! 

Save the world’s smallest mammal! The Bumblebee Bat! 

Valerie Stone Hawthorne, PhD 

Government Relations Director 

Dan Adriansen 

Advocacy Program Manager 

North Texas Food Bank 

policy@ntfb.org 

 

Don't want these updates any longer? 
Email policy@ntfb.org and we'll remove you quickly with sad violin music 
 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffacts.net%2Fbumblebee-bat-facts%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdan.adriansen%40ntfb.org%7Caef45b5b76b34d26e04908daf327bd63%7Cb02f73c32ac645cb9f1b6d466bef43b1%7C0%7C0%7C638089649282886714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P%2B7tWXbu03vodW8KAZoDMJUJ%2BcWEXjkk1aQuYJ0ljFE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:policy@ntfb.org
mailto:policy@ntfb.org

