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Advocacy Update 11.14.2018

Mid-Term Elec�on Impact 
Lame Duck Session: A lame-duck session of Congress in the United States occurs whenever Congress
meets a�er their successors are elected, but before the successors' term begins. From now un�l the end
of the year, we have a Lame Duck Session.

With the Democrats now as the majority members of the House of Representa�ves, House chair
posi�ons will swap to Democra�c leadership beginning in 2019. Meaning, Agriculture Commi�ee
Chairman Conaway (R-TX), who has trying to get a Farm Bill passed all year will need to get it passed
before the end of the year, in order to realize his efforts and show a successful chairmanship. 
Nego�ators have been mee�ng daily post-elec�on; however, with no easy way out, the Chairman will
need to compromise controversial items such as manda�ng SNAP work-requirements na�onwide in
order to appease the soon-to-be in control Ranking Member Collin Peterson (D-MN).
If you are really into poli�cal analysis and would like to read more about the impact of the elec�on,
please read the a�ached pdf from the Monument Policy Group.

Besides the farm bill impact, the mid-term elec�on has resulted in NTFB having 19 (out of 50) new
federal and state legisla�ve elected officials in our delega�on! That provides a large opportunity to meet
and generate hunger fighters for North Texas. I’ve reached out to each office and hope to bring as many
into our family as possible before the start of the new year.

Senator Cornyn Visit
A last minute confirma�on resulted in Senator Cornyn coming to visit our new Perot Family Campus last
week. This visit was thanks to our close working rela�onship with his regional office who wanted to
show us off to the Senator a�er his schedule found an opening.
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During the tour the Ops team showed off the hard-working assembly line of volunteers, the facili�es and
warehouse team showcased our sparkling clean warehouse, the volunteer experience team ensured
that there were plenty of volunteers to fill our lines, and the external affairs team worked closely with
his office and press teams to keep everyone on point. Thank you to everyone who pitched in quickly to
showcase our amazing organiza�on. Trisha led the tour with gusto and delivered a wealth of informa�on
about how federal nutri�on programs directly impact our mission. During the press conference that
followed the tour, the Senator remarked that he had been given his marching orders to get a fair Farm
Bill done…Music to my ears!
 
Texas State Legislature Filings Began November 12, 2018
We will be keeping a close eye on bills filled within the Texas State Legislature un�l the bill filing deadline
of March 8, 2019. Any bills that directly support or contradict our policy agenda, or support or threaten
our mission will be examined. This week 366 bills have already been filed in the house.  

Of note: 

- Representa�ve Drew Springer of North Texas (not our service area) has filed a bill that would
prohibit Texas from filing SNAP work requirement waivers or work requirement exemp�ons that
are currently available to our state under federal law. If you want to know more specifics, please
feel free to email me back and I will expand.

- Representa�ve Jessica Farrar of has filed a bill that would eliminate the considera�on of school-
based savings accounts and the cost of motor vehicles from the SNAP income-eligibility asset
test.

As these bills come in, it is important to note that the vast majority of bills do not make it through the
long process of becoming a law. Determining which bills we focus our efforts on is always a chess game

https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/?district=68
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00285I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/?district=148
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00251I.pdf#navpanes=0
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but we surely will take a posi�on on harmful or helpful bills, reaching out when necessary.
I won't throwback School House Rock but here's a quick reminder of the not-so-easy process of Texas
Law Making

Public Charge
If you have any ques�ons as to the impact or just need clarifica�on of the recent rule change proposal to
Public Charge, please email me and I will be happy to answer any ques�ons. As a reminder the rule
change would allow the use of SNAP, along with other social programs, to be considered in determining
whether or not a green card applicant would become a financial burden to the United States, and
possibly deny resident status accordingly. Generally, most non-ci�zens are not eligible for SNAP, however
their US born children are eligible. We are monitoring any decreases in SNAP enrollment due to the fear-
factor this complicated rule change presents.

Valerie Stone Hawthorne, PhD
Government Rela�ons Director
North Texas Food Bank
Direct: 832.851.0303

http://www.mikewirthart.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/texas_bill_law1.jpg
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds

