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NTFB Advocacy Update 8.28.2020

Happy Friday!

------------------------------------------------------------
In Brief
- Boost SNAP, PLEASE
- The Great Depression vs 2020 
- Food Jus�ce
------------------------------------------------------------

Boost SNAP by 15%, please?
If it feels like this informa�on keeps circling, you’re not wrong. 

Advocates con�nue to push for the 15% increase in SNAP to members of Congress. 

Why is this so important? The emergency food network cannot con�nue to make up the difference for
the long term. When disaster or crisis strikes, the network responds. However, we know that this
economic downturn will take �me to repair, as in years. Food security means having a reliable resource
for a household and improving the economy at the same �me. A boost to SNAP will do both of these.
Though it feels like yelling at a wall, do not give up. Con�nue to tell Congress that we must boost SNAP to
help families during this �me of more expensive groceries and less economic s�mulus. 

Ac�on: Click on the link above and let Congress know that we need a 15% increase to SNAP household
benefits

The Great Depression vs COVID-19 Recession

https://secure.feedingamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=504&s_src=foodbank&s_subsrc=foodbank
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I'm si�ng in the city Free Employment Bureau. It's the women's sec�on. We've been si�ng here
now for four hours. We sit here every day, wai�ng for a job.  
 
There are no jobs. Most of us have had no breakfast. Some have had scant ra�ons for over a
year. Hunger makes a human being lapse into a state of lethargy, especially city hunger. Is there
any place else in the world where a human being is supposed to go hungry amidst plenty
without an outcry, without protest; where only the boldest steal or kill for bread and the �mid
crawl the streets, hunger like the beak of a terrible bird at the vitals? 

We sit, looking at the floor. No one dares think of the coming winter. There are only a few more
days of summer. Everyone is anxious to get work, to lay up something for that long siege of
bi�er cold. But there is no work. Si�ng in the room, we all know it. That's why we don't talk
much. We look at the floor, dreading to see that knowledge in each other's eyes. There's a kind
of humilia�on in it. We look away from each other. We look at the floor. It's too terrible to see
this animal terror in each other's eyes. 

-Meridel Le Sueur, The Girl, 1939 

-During the Great Depression, unemployment rates held steady at 20% and absolute poverty reached
deadly levels. 

Na�onally, unemployment rates remain high at around 11%, down from 14.7% seen in April. Though it
doesn’t feel like a victory, there is slight op�mism to be found for general improvement.  

However, urban centers and major economic hubs are seeing much higher unemployment and poverty
rates than the na�onwide average, mostly above 15%. North Texas has not recovered but is in be�er
shape than many states and ci�es that depend only on tourism (Atlan�c City, NJ or Orlando, FL) or have
been impacted by mass layoffs (Bakersfield, CA). 

-Texas’ sales tax revenues have decreased sharply, crea�ng a shor�all in the state budget. Because Texas
is a budget neutral state, we can expect sharp cuts in state budget items to make up the difference.  This
State Legisla�ve session will be brutal.  

A�er the extra $600 in federal unemployment benefits from the CARES act ended in July, some Texans
were s�ll able to receive an addi�onal $300 in weekly payments beginning in August. However, many
were not eligible because they did not include that they had lost their job 'Due to the Coronavirus
Pandemic' on their filing paperwork or they received less than $100 a week in weekly jobless benefits, an
unfortunate cut off. 

(d)  For purposes of this memorandum, the term “Eligible claimants” means claimants who: 

 (i)   receive, for the week lost wages assistance is sought, at least $100 per week of any of the
following benefits: 

1. Unemployment compensa�on, including Unemployment Compensa�on for Federal
Employees (UCFE) and Unemployment Compensa�on for Ex-Service members (UCX),
under sec�on 8501 of �tle 5, United States Code. 

-A new trend is emerging that looks at how women and children have been impacted by COVID-19.
Numbers are arguing that the uncertainty around school, homeschooling, e-learning, and instability of
family dynamics, has resulted in a breakdown of decades of women's workforce progress. That isn’t to
say that men have not been impacted. But, recent tough choices, the gender pay gap, and historical role
bias are being researched by social epidemiologists. There will be much more to come in the next
months on women leaving the workforce during the �me of COVID-19. 
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Ac�on: Review this document that addresses school meal and child nutri�on amid COVID-19 

Dallas Coali�on for Hunger Solu�ons Summit: Food Jus�ce
The second part of the four-part series takes place September 25th at 10:00-11:30AM and is presented
by the Dallas Coali�on for Hunger Solu�on. e-Tickets are available here. 

This event discusses the Dallas Food Jus�ce movement. Join to hear how our local leaders in this
movement examine the access to healthy, nutri�ous, and culturally appropriate food all while looking at
the ownership and control of land, credit, knowledge, technology and other resources; the cons�tuent
labor of food produc�on; what kind of food tradi�ons are valued; how imbalances in our city have
affected the food system’s development and more. 

As background reading, I recommend “The Warmth of Other Suns” & “Caste: The Origins of Our
Discontents” by Isabel Wilkerson. The second book examines American History through the bold
argument that the American way of life is set up and structured as a caste system. Those in power
establish boundaries and rankings for those not a part of the dominant caste, inclusive but not en�rely
based on race.  

Though this can easily be seen in colonial America, the more you examine our current structure and
modern America, the more your eyes open to how those with means dictate and create for others who
are without means.  

In the context of hunger, we can see those who are food secure tend to set rules and boundaries for
those who are food insecure: what, when, and how food can be obtained and under what condi�ons.
Who is deserving of resources and to what extent? How do we examine 'those people' and why do we
treat them as not our own?

If you have the chance to a�end this session or read these books, please do. It is a journey into thinking
about how power is held over certain groups, and how those groups must navigate and abide by the
terms and condi�ons set for them. These are tough conversa�ons, and tough concepts, but such is the
�me for now. 

Ac�on: Sign up for the event! 

Want More Ac�on?: Sign up to volunteer with NTFB
____________________________________________________________________________
Ques�ons or Comments? 
Draw me a modern analogy of the Apple Carts, winner gets coffee on me a�er the pandemic
Valerie Stone Hawthorne, PhD
Director, Government Rela�ons 
North Texas Food Bank
Direct: 832.851.0303
policy@n�b.org

Don't want these updates any longer? Email policy@n�b.org and I'll remove you quickly but remorsefully...

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/SP24_CACFP13_SFSP13-2020s.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-dallas-hunger-summit-what-would-food-justice-look-like-in-dallas-tickets-115918484307?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-dallas-hunger-summit-what-would-food-justice-look-like-in-dallas-tickets-115918484307?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://ntfb.org/get-involved/volunteer/
https://www.history.com/news/apples-weapon-great-depression#:~:text=The%20business%20model%20was%20simple,the%20end%20of%20the%20day.
mailto:policy@ntfb.org
mailto:policy@ntfb.org
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