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NTFB Advocacy Update 8.4.2020

Hello an�-hunger advocacy friends, thank you for your pa�ence as the updates dropped off for a bit.
A LOT has happened in the ways of policy, much being done at a rapid pace. And, there has been a
lot of good work and progress done by an�-hunger advocates to help increase food accessibility to
so many who are in need right now. Let's dive right back in.

HEROES vs HEALS on Hunger 

A recap: 
Phase 1: The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropria�ons Act – March 6th,
2020 
$8.3 billion emergency funding bill designed to treat and prevent the spread of COVID-19 

Phase 2: Families First Coronavirus Response Act – March 18th, 2020 
$104 billion in expanded nutri�on assistance, paid sick leave, enhanced unemployment insurance
coverage, free coronavirus tes�ng, and increased federal Medicaid funding 

Phase 3: Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act – March 27th, 2020 
$2+ trillion in cash relief payments to individual ci�zens, loan programs for small business, support
for hospitals and other medical providers, and various types of economic relief for impacted
businesses and industries 

Phase 4: HEROES or HEALS Acts (?) – House and Senate bills proposed, compared here 
$3.4 trillion for HEROES or $1.1 trillion for HEALS 

_________________________________________________

For the fourth installment of s�mulus packages: On May 15th, two and a half months ago, the House
introduced the HEROES act (Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solu�ons).

https://www.naco.org/covid19/federal-advocacy/heroes-vs-heals
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Nutri�on wise, it gave SNAP a 15% boost and an addi�onal $150 million to TEFAP (shelf stable and
fresh produce USDA foods). It’s a $3.4 Trillion proposal that covers many items seen in the CARES act
and more.  

Since the House released the HEROES act, an�-hunger advocates have been demanding a similar bill
from the Senate.  

However, on July 28th, the Senate released their version, called the HEALS act (Health, Economic
Assistance, Liability protec�on and Schools).  This bill, at $1.1 trillion, does offer another round of
s�mulus checks and unemployment insurance boosts. But, for an�-hunger advocates it failed to
deliver. Food wise, it does not send aid to food and nutri�on programs at the client level, but focuses
mainly on the appropria�on of $20.5 billion, for relief for growers and producers.  

The HEALS act includes $20 billion in direct appropria�ons for farmers and ranchers, on top of the
$14 billion in new borrowing authority, that allows s�mulus checks for agricultural producers. The
provisions of the HEALS Act provide USDA flexibility to deliver assistance for producers/processors of
agricultural products but ignores the request to increase SNAP assistance. 

The CARES act unemployment insurance, that gave those out of work $600 a week, expired on July
25th. The HEROES act would extend this $600 payment un�l January 2021. The HEALS act also
con�nues a payment but reduces it down to $200 a week. 

Regardless, un�l both chambers come to an agreement those who have filed unemployment had
their payments reduced by $600 beginning the week of July 25th. 

Because of this, Food Banks and Food Pantries are preparing to see the need for emergency food
assistance go back up drama�cally un�l relief is passed. 

Ac�on: Let your Senators know that a 15% increase in SNAP benefits will help families buy more
food, and it will benefit the local economy through grocery store food purchases. 

John Cornyn: (202) 224-2934 
Ted Cruz: (202) 224-5922 

Unemployment Filings in July by Texas County 

CFAP: Farmers to Family Food Box Program Part 3 

Out of the Phase 2 & 3 s�mulus bills, the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program created the Farmers
to Family Food Box Program (F2FFBP). This program delivers packed and boxed produce, dairy and
frozen meats to food banks, food pantries, and charitable organiza�ons.   

The USDA is moving forward announcing round 3 that will extend the F2FFBP through September
and October. There is between $500 million and $700 million remaining for a third round of the
program.  

On July 21st, I popped my popcorn to sit and watch the House Agriculture Commi�ee grill the USDA
officials over this program. USDA’s Undersecretary Greg Ibach discussed openly how many decisions
were made in haste and recognized a few familiar failures of the program’s first and second round.
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The data was heavy showing how many parts of the country received li�le to no benefit from the
program, par�cularly rural areas void of distributors.   

For food banks opera�ng in more urban regions, the program has provided a new stream of
nutri�ous food through their doors. Though grateful, on the ground areas of improvement for the
program involve distributors not understanding the contract terms, funding for the storage and
distribu�on of the product as promised, lack of oversight to deliver food to good-standing partners,
and food safety concerns.  

During the commi�ee mee�ng, the House Agriculture Chair Collin Peterson stressed that increasing
nutri�on benefits for low-income families (SNAP) would do more for those in need and local
communi�es than spending money on the food box deliveries. 

Perhaps the most vocal cri�c of the program, Chairwoman Marcia Fudge, expressed a lot. I won’t
recap her full statements but rather just leave her closing statements here: 

“Finally, we heard from food bank experts on the ground that USDA’s lack of planning and
strategy on the program has led to inexplicable decisions and policies with regard to how
funds are distributed, the regions into which the country is divided in terms of food
distribu�on, and other problems. Despite these issues, USDA has refused, to date, to
provide any insight or background on how these decisions are being made, and what
quality control, if any, exists to correct them if they’re wrong. 

Just yesterday we saw that an addi�onal 6 million people applied for SNAP. As our food
bank experts told us today, hunger isn’t going away; it’s ge�ng worse. This program was
meant to help people, but not only am I afraid that isn’t happening fast enough, I worry
USDA isn’t taking the opera�on of this program seriously enough to ensure it can happen
at all.” 

If you want to see more direct to the point feedback, you can skip to here and hear more of what the
Chairwoman had to say about the accountability of the program.

Texas Represents in the Commi�ee Mee�ng 

San Antonio Food Bank CEO Eric Cooper has been an outspoken advocate both applauding and
cri�cizing the Farmers to Families Food Box Program.  His tes�mony highlighted the good and the
challenges faced by food bankers and partners through this program.   

A�er his tes�mony, House Agriculture Commi�ee ranking member Michael Conaway of Texas,
directly accused him of having Feeding America write his tes�mony for him due to his men�on of
increasing SNAP by 15% and cri�que of the program. A strange and offensive accusa�on.  

Ac�on: Have you seen good or bad things about this program? Let USDA know. Email them here:
USDAFoodBoxDistribu�onProgram@usda.gov 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5MlDzHJQHc&feature=youtu.be&t=6941
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The Quick Hits on Texas SNAP

Pandemic EBT has been extended to August 21st, 2020. All DallasISD students are eligible to
receive a $285 allotment of funds per child. In other school districts if a child qualified for
free-reduced lunch in March 2020 they are also eligible to receive the P-EBT payment. Apply
here: h�ps://yourtexasbenefits.com/Learn/PEBT
Households receiving SNAP are eligible for their maximum benefit allowance through August.
Addi�onally the cer�fica�ons periods that are up for renewal in July and August are now
extended by six months.
Interview requirements for new and current SNAP households have been waived as long as
new applicants meet eligibility requirements for SNAP.
Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWDs) will con�nue to have their work
requirements waived as long as there is a na�onal disaster declara�on. However, there is
room to con�nue pushing for this waiver once the declara�on runs out as jobs will s�ll be
difficult to source.
Public charge determina�ons have been temporarily suspended during the na�onal health
emergency

I hope you all are doing well! Stay safe and fight hunger.
More Ac�on?: Sign up to volunteer with NTFB
____________________________________________________________________________
Ques�ons or Comments? 
Did you watch the clip?
Valerie Stone Hawthorne, PhD
Director, Government Rela�ons 
Interim Director, Community Partner Rela�ons
North Texas Food Bank
Direct: 832.851.0303
policy@n�b.org

Don't want these updates any longer? Email policy@n�b.org and I'll remove you quickly but remorsefully...

https://yourtexasbenefits.com/Learn/PEBT
https://www.uscis.gov/news/public-charge-fact-sheet
https://ntfb.org/get-involved/volunteer/
mailto:policy@ntfb.org
mailto:policy@ntfb.org
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