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Advocacy Update 04.26.2021

USDA Updates

The End of the Farmers to Food Bank Program
Secretary Vilsack announced the official end of the Farmers to Family Food Box Program (known casually
as CFAP boxes). This program helped millions of Americans get food in a safe manner during the COVID-
19 Pandemic and we are grateful for the role it played media�ng the rapid rise in food insecurity. As the
program closes, we are excited to learn how the USDA will con�nue to invest into established programs,
such as The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP). Addi�onally, we wait to find out how the $3.6B
in funding, made available to the USDA in the American Rescue Plan, will be spent!

Supply Chain Issues
There's no doubt that the USDA supply chain issues have caused stress to organiza�ons that support the
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) and the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP
or Senior Box Program). Missed truckloads, cancelled truckloads, and lack of supplies to facilitate the
program have compromised the funding-bump against the programs' poten�al. The USDA has opened a
new Request for Comments in the Federal Register to seek input on supply chains and food purchases. 
The North Texas Food Bank will be making a comment in the register and will share it when complete.

Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP or Senior Food Boxes)
The USDA announced last week that it will be increasing its support of CSFP by providing an addi�onal
$37M to the program. This support was made possible by using funds in the American Rescue Plan. It
directs the USDA's Food and Nutri�on Service (FNS) to fulfill all 2021 requests from States & Tribal
Na�ons for addi�onal caseloads. While this is great news, CSFP providers hope that, in tandem, the
USDA's supply chain can support this increased caseload through providing the required food needed for
the food box packages.

Protec�ons from S�mulus Checks & Child Tax Credits
SNAP, WIC, TEFAP, Child Nutri�on Programs, etc are all "means tested programs", meaning that your
income is taken into considera�on when determining whether you qualify to receive food assistance or
benefits. The recent S�mulus Checks issued under the American Rescue Plan, as well as the new Child Tax
Credits, could put households above the income threshold jeopardizing their qualifica�ons to receive
food assistance benefits. The FNS is ensuring that those who received these checks and credits do not

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/21/2021-08152/supply-chains-for-the-production-of-agricultural-commodities-and-food-products
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lose access to their benefits, waiving the inclusion of this addi�onal income on applica�ons and
renewals. 

USDA Extends Child Nutri�on Waivers into the 2021-2022 School Year
Early good news, the USDA has announced that Child Nutri�on waivers, that were put into place in March
2020, will be con�nued into the next school year.  These allow schools and childcare centers that
implement child feeding programs to con�nue to have meal pa�ern flexibility and support for non-
tradi�onal service arrangements.  You can view the announcement here. 

USDA sets a record high in federal spending for food assistance
When Food Bankers and community organiza�ons say that the pandemic put hunger and food insecurity
front and center, they weren't kidding. The USDA's spending on food nutri�on assistance programs
jumped 30% in FY 2020 to a record $122.1 Billion, reversing a six-year decline. 

This response included USDA waivers allowing flexibility in the administra�on of the
Department’s 15 exis�ng food and nutri�on assistance programs and the crea�on of two
programs, Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) and the Farmers to Families Food Box
Program (Food Box Program). The rise in FY 2020 expenditures was driven by increased spending
on these two new programs, as well as the Supplemental Nutri�on Assistance Program (SNAP).
Special Supplemental Nutri�on Assistance Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
expenditures remained rela�vely unchanged while pandemic-induced disrup�ons in the
opera�on of schools, childcare centers and daycare homes led to declines in child nutri�on
spending.  

Government support of nutri�on programs has been cri�cal to figh�ng food insecurity in the US. As the
effect and impacts of the pandemic begin to wane, predictably, so will investments into cri�cal feeding
programs. However, when, which, and by how much are s�ll mysteries that will make forecas�ng difficult
to emergency food providers, store retailers, and households who receive assistance. 

Other Updates

State Legislature News
34 days are le� in the Texas State Legislature, and the last day for the House to place items on the Floor
calendar is May 11th, which is making many hearts go pi�er-pa�er.  Our policy priori�es are making their
way down the winding path to become laws. We've recently sent communica�on to two North Texas
House Calendar's members (Pa�erson-R Frisco, Rose-D Dallas) to please get HB 2641 (Upda�ng the
Vehicle Asset Test for SNAP applica�ons) on the calendar for a full House vote. 
This bill has companion in the Senate, HB 1914 and is scheduled for a Commi�ee Hearing on Wednesday.
Feeding Texas will be tes�fying in support of this bill, and we hope for a quick vote. 
Although North Texas has 6 out of the 9 members of the House Human Services Commi�ee as members,
only Bob Hall-R of Rockwall/Greenville sits on the Senate Health & Human Services Commi�ee. Please let
me know if you have close connec�ons with his office!

Dallas/Fort Worth has added 23,000 jobs in one month
From the Dallas Morning News - The strong job growth prompted the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas to
increase its 2021 job growth forecast. A recent report states that the recovery from the COVID-19
recession will likely be faster than past recessions, which is great news for an�-hunger advocates.

Happy Monday and I wish you a terrific (yet stormy) week!

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/04/20/usda-issues-pandemic-flexibilities-schools-and-day-care-facilities
https://txlege-countdown.netlify.app/
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/schedules/pdf/C6102021042809001.PDF
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/jobs/2021/04/25/latest-signs-of-recovery-d-fw-added-23000-jobs-last-month-led-by-hiring-at-restaurants-and-bars/
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Ques�ons? Comments? Hit Reply!
Enjoy your Astronomy Picture of the Day
Valerie Hawthorne, PhD
Government Rela�ons Director
North Texas Food Bank
832-851-0303

No longer want to receive these emails, no biggie, hit reply and I'll wave bye

https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html

