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Advocacy Update 1.14.2021

Sign up for legislative briefing
Rules made for Testimony at the State Legislature
The Budget Reconciliation Process?

Legislation Briefing - Tuesday January 19th
The Texas Food Policy Roundtable will be hosting a Legislative Briefing: Food Insecurity and Anti-Hunger Priorities for
the 87th Legislature

The Texas Food Policy Roundtable (TFPR), co-chaired by Feeding Texas and Every Texan, is a coalition of over 30
organizations dedicated to developing and improving policies to address hunger and creating an equitable,
sustainable, and accessible food system for all Texans.
Please join us on Tuesday, January 19th from 10:00 – 11:00 AM for a legislative briefing that will cover the state of
food insecurity in Texas and our top policy priorities for addressing hunger during the 87th Legislative Session.

Click here to register to attend.

Rules made for giving tes mony during the 87th State Legislative session
Today the legislature decided on many procedures and rules that many of us have been waiting to find out since
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. The largest concern for many advocates has been, how will give
testimony, and how will debate/votes be allowed?

Under the adopted rules – parts of which may be “deactivated” if the pandemic passes – members will be
able to vote from the gallery and in rooms that immediately adjoin the chamber. They will do so on
“secured laptops.
Masks must be worn on the Texas House floor and in the gallery. However, when speaking on the House
microphones, the mask of the member who is speaking can be removed.
As for committees, members kept the provision that says a quorum can constitute two members present
on a dais while others listen remotely. Testimony will be taken in person unless it is invited testimony, then
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it can be done remotely. Committee chairs also have the option of using an online portal for the public to
submit written testimony online if they do not wish to travel.
There’s still many more unanswered questions but we hope to get more clarity as session progresses.

The Budget Reconciliation Process – US Congress
My kids have been watching Hamilton on repeat throughout the pandemic, so I was tempted to break this
segment out into song but don’t worry, I couldn’t make it rhyme. If you want a full explanation, here’s a good
article. And here is a good video to explain more.
You’re likely to hear about this in the news in the next few months so here is a simplified explanation.
What is the budget reconciliation process?
In the federal Congressional Budget Act of 1974, it allowed for “budget reconciliation.” The intent of this process
was to quickly expedite minor budget adjustments without requiring the hassle of regular procedure. However, it
has used in the past decade as a way to get major pieces of legislation through a divided Senate.
Why does it matter?
During the reconciliation process, any Senator can filibuster a spending bill, stopping it in its tracks until they give
up or the other side gives in. Normally to silence a filibuster it takes a super majority (60 votes) to invoke cloture
(shhhh). However, due to the original intention of the reconciliation process, i.e. getting minor adjustments
through quickly, it only takes a simple majority (51 senate votes) to silence a filibuster and move the bill along.
Essentially it gives the majority party the ability to ignore the other party and normal procedure to get highly
partisan budget bills through.
Are there ways to stop the process?
Yes, if the Byrd rule is enacted - which says, “no way, this has nothing to do with the budget process”. Republicans
who disagree with the budget reconciliation bill will likely be looking for ways to enact this rule.
Why do we care right now?
In the recent election, the balance swayed to an even 50:50 split (the 2 independents caucus with Democrats)
and the Vice President delivers the tie-breaking vote, giving Democrats 51 votes. Tax changes, stimulus programs,
green energy, infrastructure projects etc. all have major implications for agriculture (and the USDA) and these
topics could be addressed through the budget reconciliation process.

Questions or Comments?
In the UK, Cloture is called Guillotine, nice.
Valerie Stone Hawthorne, PhD
Director, Government Relations
North Texas Food Bank
832.851.0303
policy@ntfb.org
Don't want these updates any longer?
Email policy@ntfb.org and let me know, I'll remove you quickly but remorsefully...
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